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ABOUT Regional Eco-
nomic Indicators 
 

The Regional Economic 

Indicators newsletter is 

updated monthly as a 

snapshot of the current 

economic condition of 

Corpus Christi. Research 

is conducted as part of the 

Regional Economic Re-

search program at the 

Coastal Bend Business 

Innovation Center - an 

EDA University Center. 

Past issues and data are 

available online at coastal-
bendinnovation.com/eda  
 

 
 
 

ABOUT Corpus Christi 
Business Cycle Index 
 

The index is a summary 

measure of four key eco-

nomic indicators for the 

metro area: the employ-

ment level, the unem-

ployment rate, the  

inflation-adjusted hourly 

wage rate, and the infla-

tion-adjusted sales tax vol-

ume. Data are seasonally 

adjusted with the X-11 

method prior to construct-

ing the index. 
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According to the Texas Workforce Com-

mission’s preliminary estimates, the Corpus 

Christi metro area added another nonfarm 700 

jobs in August. Employment gains in the mining 

and construction industries more than offset job 

losses in some service industries, including the 

government sector. The manufacturing sector, 

which has historically been on a downward 

trend, also added jobs in August. With seasonal 

adjustment, local employment is expanding at an 

annualized rate of 5.9 percent, the fastest pace 

since the beginning of 2012. 

 

                         Business Cycle Index (2008=100) 

 

Following the regional trends, local wages and business 

activity have continued to grow. Real wages grew at an 

annualized rate of 0.8% in August. Despite a year-over-

year increase in the total volume of sales tax collection 

for the metro area, the amount decreased by 2.4% after 

adjusting for seasonal patterns and inflation.  

LATEST NUMBERS 
 

Overall Index +0.49% 

 Employment +0.77% 
 Unemployment −0.15 %pt. 

 Real Tax Receipts −2.36%  

 Real Wage +0.64%  
 

The Corpus Christi Busi-

ness Cycle Index stood at 

97.5 in August, compared 

with 97 in the previous 

month. This monthly read-

ing is the highest since the 

beginning of 2009.  The 

local economy is advanc-

ing at a 1.7 percent annual-

ized rate.  

 

The Business Cy-

cle Index rose 0.5 

percent over the 

month in August, 

and 1.7 percent 

over the year. 

Overall growth in 

the local economy 

has been driven by 

continued expan-

sion in mining and 

construction activ-

ity.  

 

 

The Corpus Christi metro area’s official unem-

ployment rate was 5.9% in August. The seasonal-

ly adjusted rate dipped even further to 5.7%, the 

lowest since the beginning of the last regional 

recession in 2009. Likewise, the jobless rate in 

the Coastal Bend region dropped to 5.8% from 

6.2% in July.  

 

97.7 

5.7% 


