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Takeaways
• Following the statewide patterns, the overall 2021 STAAR
test results for schools in Corpus Christi declined
significantly across all grades and subjects after steady
improvements for years before the pandemic.
• Historically better-performing schools, particularly those in
London ISD, were less affected than other schools. Among
different subjects, the average test scores for Math and
Science decline relatively more than those for Reading and
Social Studies.
• Children in the area have fallen behind academically
because of remote learning during the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic. The effects have weighed more on Hispanic and
Black children, as well as schools with relatively more
Economically Disadvantaged students.
• The college-going rate among local high school graduates
dropped in 2021, but the number of those not required to
complete developmental education in college improved
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significantly.
• To meet the 60x30 educational goal, Corpus Christi and the
state as a whole would need to accelerate the college-going
rate for high school graduates and postsecondary
completions in addition to the improvement in college
readiness that most local schools have achieved.

K-12 Academic Performance

Source: Texas Education Agency, 2017-21.

The performance of students in different schools and districts
in Corpus Christi is evaluated and compared under the State
of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR)
program, which began in 2012. Standardized STAAR tests were
cancelled in 2020 due to school closings statewide during the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The COVID-19 pandemic’s impact on student learning and
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performance is striking. STAAR test scores dropped
significantly across all grade levels and schools in 2021, after
most grade students since the onset of the pandemic in early
2020 attended classes online instead of in-person. As for the
rest of the state, the performance of most districts and
individual schools reversed the steady, across-the-board
improvement achieved in several years before the pandemic.
Declines in the STAAR performance measures were largest for
Math and Science than other subjects. Among the six Corpus
Christi districts, students in the London ISD were overall least
affected while those in the West Oso were most affected. This
means that students who had performed relatively less well
before the pandemic tended to struggle more with recent
changes in the learning environment.
Compared with the overall student
population, the percentages of
Economically Disadvantaged students
passing these standardized tests were
about 5 percentage points lower.
Academic performance also varied
remarkably across major ethnic/racial
groups. Asian students tended to score
the highest in any test subject, whereas
African American students tended to

Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, Go
Figure, Southwest Economy, Fourth Quarter

score the lowest. More than 90% of

2021.

Asians in any of the three testing
grades (Grades 3, 5, and 8) passed either the Reading or Math
test. By contrast, the percentage of Black students passing
either test was at least 5 percentage points below the area
average.
The observed performance disparities across schools and
demographics persisted throughout all grade levels. This
implies that other things being equal, a young child who
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scores well in any subject, such as reading, in an early grade is
more likely to be a high achiever through high school and
beyond. A child who fails an assessment test is more likely to
drop out before entering college. The finding of a widening
gap between the local and statewide STAAR test results over
higher grade levels further highlights the consequences of
disparities in early childhood development.

Swipe the arrows left to reveal results for Math.

Attendance and Dropout Rates
The student attendance rate was 98.1%
on average for all schools in Corpus
Christi in 2019-20, compared with 94.5
in the previous year. While variations
across the six local ISDs and different
ethnic/racial groups seemed quite
small, the patterns of attendance rates
were directly related to the measures
of student performance. In particular, Asian students had an
overall highest attendance rate of 99.4%, and they tended to
have the highest probability of passing any STAAR test.
Dropout rates also appeared to vary little across different ISDs
and demographic groups, and those rates decreased
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substantially from the past. Among the different ethnic/racial
groups, American Indians had the highest dropout rate of
5.3%. Opposite to the past, the 2021 high school dropout rate
across the region at 1.5% was slightly below the statewide
average of 1.6%.
Historically, relatively higher dropout rates among regional
high schools compared with the state and national averages
have undermined the region's overall educational attainment
and its workforce competitiveness. The cumulative total of
dropouts across all four high school grades amounted to 6.8%
of the student population, compared to 5.9% statewide.

HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUTS (PERCENT) - 2019

LEGEND (natural)
0.0% to 2.6%
2.7% to 6.5%
6.6% to 12.7%
12.8% to 35.5%
No Data

High school dropouts | KIDS COUNT Data Center

Graduation Rates
The overall 4-year graduation rate for
local grade schools in 2021 was 91.5%,
extending the marked improvement
trend that began in 2019. The local
graduation rate also exceeded the
statewide average of 90.3%. Asians and
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Whites were more likely to graduate
than Hispanics and African Americans.
English Learners were much less likely to graduate: More than
12% of these students did not graduate within the typical
4-year window.
Overall, most schools in Corpus Christi have managed to
retain and graduate their students despite all disruptions
related to the COVID-19 pandemic.

College and Career Readiness
In Corpus Christi, 42% of the
graduating class of high-school
graduates were deemed College Ready
in 2021, two percentage points higher
than that in 2019. Relatively more
students were rated as College Ready
in ELA than in Math.
As in the past, London ISD had the highest percentage (52%) of
students as College Ready graduates, whereas West Oso ISD
had the lowest (26%). Across different ethnic/race groups,
Asians tended to be more College Ready (77%). By contrast,
27% of African American students were College Ready.
According to the THECB, underprepared students are less
likely to successfully complete developmental education
courses and they are also less likely to succeed in college.
Overall, the percentage of Corpus
Christi students rated as College Ready
graduates at 42% was below the
statewide average of 53%. On the other
hand, relatively more local students
(28% vs. 19%) were classified as Career
or Military Ready, particularly for
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those demographic groups or schools with relatively fewer
students that were College Ready.

College Admission Tests

The average SAT/ACT scores of the 2020 class of students in
Corpus Christi were below the statewide averages. The school
districts with relatively better STAAR test results also tended
to have relatively high average SAT/ACT scores. In particular,
59.7% of London students were rated as “At/Above Criterion”,
nearly twice the average of 26.5% for the area.
Among the major ethnic/racial groups, Asians and Whites
continued to outperform others in both standard college
admission tests. Their ACT test scores were on average about
20% higher than the area average scores, while the averages
among Black students were about 10% lower. Along with
Blacks, Economically Disadvantaged students tended to fall
behind in SAT/ACT test scores over time.
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Swipe the arrows left to reveal developmental education.

For the 2019-20 class, the proportion of Texas high school
graduates attending Texas universities and colleges was 53%.
The ratio for local graduates was 49%, ranging from 35% for
West Oso ISD to 76% for London ISD. Although the share of
college-going students from Corpus Christi was behind the
statewide average, it remained significantly higher than the
historical norms.
The likelihood of local students going to college in Texas and
other parts of the nation varies as much by demographic
groups as by school districts. Economically Disadvantaged
(40%) graduates and English Learners (16%) were much less
likely to attend college than other graduates. For the 2019
graduating class, all demographic groups in London and
Tuloso-Midway ISDs had higher college-going rates than the
regional average.
Among local high school graduates that
attended college in Texas, 59.5%
completed the first year without
remediation or enrolling in a
developmental education course. This
ratio for the 2018-19 graduating class
was far above the 42% state average as
well as the ratio of the previous
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graduating class at 51%.
Along with a continuous improvement in STAAR test results
among schools and school districts in Corpus Christi in years
before the pandemic, the share of local high-school graduates
who were required to take developmental or remedial courses
during their freshman year has also declined continuously in
recent years. Sustained academic improvement has occurred
across most school districts. For West Oso ISD, in particular,
the share of students without enrolling in development
education improved from 33% in 2017 to over 56% in 2021.

Accountability Ratings

Since 2018, the Texas Education Agency has released
accountability ratings for all school districts and district
charters in the state. In 2021, TEA reported raw statistics
grouped in three categories: student achievement, school
progress, and closing the gaps.
Overall, London ISD outperformed other districts in STAAR
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performance and relative performance compared to
Economically Advantaged students. Corpus Christi and West
Oso ISDs fell behind in closing the gaps in academic
achievement and student success.

Postsecondary Education
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi (TAMU-CC) and Del Mar
College (DMC) are the two public postsecondary education
institutions in Corpus Christi. TAMU-CC is a four-year
university that also offers Master’s and doctoral degree
programs. Del Mar is a two-year community college that has
provided postsecondary education particularly for Corpus
Christi residents since 1935.
In Fall 2021, enrollments at these two
institutions totaled 21,157. Before the
COVID-19 pandemic, the headcount at
TAMU-CC had grown steadily since its
introduction of the lower-division
curriculum in 1994. During that period,
however, Del Mar College’s headcount
enrollment fluctuated along with
changes in regional economic
conditions and other regional factors. Today, the headcount is
roughly 11,000 at TAMU-CC and 10,400 at DMC. Fall 2021
marked the third consecutive year of TAMU-CC enrollment
decline.
The Craft Training Center (CTC) of the Coastal Bend also offers
postsecondary training program. In 2020, the enrollment at
the CTC exceeded 1,000, and it offered electrical and welding
programs for more than 300 students in local high schools.
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Educational Attainment
The academic performance of students
in Corpus Christi’s public education
system affects the area’s overall
educational attainment and workforce
skills. According to currently available
Census data (2019), the share of the
local adult population (25 years and older) with a
postsecondary degree is 30.5%, compared with 41.7%
nationwide.
The share of high school graduates in Corpus Christi, however,
is also slightly below the national average.

Postsecondary Education Completions
In 2020, a total of 4,413 individuals in
Corpus Christi completed
postsecondary certificate or degree
programs. With nearly 2,000 graduates
of a bachelor’s degree, Texas A&M
University-Corpus Christi was the largest degree provider.
Drawing from alumni surveys, about 30% of its new graduates
are employed within the Coastal Bend region.
In addition to degree programs at TAMU-CC and Del Mar
College, the Craft Training Center of the Coastal Bend and a
number of private vocational training institutions provide
postsecondary education and training. The majority of these
non-degree programs provide certificates upon completion.
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60x30 Progress
The City of Corpus Christi Mayor’s Education and Workforce
Stakeholders Committee developed a strategy plan in 2017.
Drawing on the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board’s
60x30TX initiative launched in 2015, the goal of the local
strategic plan is to achieve 60 percent of the Corpus Christi
population that will have a postsecondary certificate or
degree by 2030.
The following chart shows the progress of the state’s 60x30
goal in terms of the college-educated population between the
ages of 25 and 34. The percentage of this population segment
improved modestly after 2015, but the pace of progress does
not seem to meet the 48% benchmark by 2020.

The following chart shows the corresponding evidence of
progress for Corpus Christi. Before the pandemic, the total
numbers of postsecondary completions in certificate and
degree programs have increased 5% annually on average. The
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growth of the number of postsecondary program completions
in Corpus Christi over this period exceeded the annual
regional population growth at 1%.

Since many award earners, especially bachelor’s and master’s
degree graduates, do not remain in the region after
completing the programs, increases in the number of
postsecondary completions do not necessarily translate to
corresponding increases in overall educational attainment
among residents in Corpus Christi.
The harm of the pandemic on young people is now clear. In
addition to an apparent disconnection of them from school,
they have become less engaged with work, according to a
recent Dallas Fed study. Without reconnecting these young
Texans back to the community, their future well-being as well
as the economy will suffer.
##
Note: This is an excerpt of the 2022 Update to Corpus Christi
Education Report presented to the City of Corpus Christi

2/24/2022, 2:52 PM

COVID Impacts: Student Learning and Achievement

14 of 14

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/da7e274f9cb9463d836c27e702b4a9...

Mayor's Education and Workforce Stakeholders Taskforce.
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